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SEPTEMBER
REPORT AND .

OCTOBER
SERMONS--1957

WORKING TOGETHER
Brethren:
It is possible to prea ch the Gm;pel to 1,000 per sons for 30 minutes ,
sermon and song at a total cost of of about 75 cents. The writer has
been told by hundreds of fine elders and gospel pr eac hers, "There is
no way to r eac h so many with so little." Ma ny congregations
of the
church of Ch rist are making a TV film at their expense, using the lo cal
pr eac her as the speaker, lo ca l so ng director and the lo ca l congr egation
doing the singing, then presenting
that film to th e Highland elders for
use on TV stations across the nation. We have a firm offer of $500,000.00
worth of time on independent
TV stations absolutely FREE to be used
in preaching the GOSPEL. Paul , the Apostle, said in I Cor. 1: 21, "That
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to sa v e th em that believe." In Rom. 10:14, "How can they call on him in whom they have
never h ear d, and how can they hear without a preacher." The H eralrt
of Truth is a national and international
program by both radio and
television, produced by the Highland Church of Christ, under its eldership, assisted
by sister congregations
and some individuals.
II Cor .
8th and 9th chapters, Rom. 15th cliapter, Acts 11th chapter, Phil. 4th
chapter , Col. 4: 16-18 and many other scriptures
all teach the cooperation of God's people in doing the work of the Lord . Many are th e radio
and TV programs being carried on today through the cooperation
or
con greg at ions . The pattern for a New Testament
organization
is found
in Phil. 1: 1, namely elders , deacons, members and ev 8ng elists . At H ighland in Abilene , T exas, a ll we h ave is ten eld ers. twel ve deacons, members a nd evangelists and thnt is according to th P pattern . Scriptures
alre ady quoted above show that co ngregations did coopera te in doing the
work of God.
Brethren, we need, first, your prayers , next you r moral support,
and last of all we need your financial support.
All money received is acknowledged and used only for the purpose
for which it is sent .
W. F. Cawyer

BROTHER E. R. HARPER
Beginning with the first Sunday in October, Brother Harper be gins another series of thirteen less ons on the broadcast. Brother Harper
works full time with the program except wh en engaged in holdin g
gospel meetings.
We count ourselves most fortunate to have two capable and godly
men like Brother Harper and Brother James D. Willeford to sp ea k every
week on the 162 ABC network and 74 independent
stations. May th e y
be spared for many more years of active and useful service in the Lord' s
work.
Brother Willeford will return {the Lord willin g) th e first L on i's
Day in January, 1958.

NEW FILMS MADE
New films have already been made at the following church es: Hillsboro, Chapel Avenue, Acklen Avenue in Nash ville, T enne ssee, and at th e
T enth and Broad Streets congregation
in Wichita Falls, T exas. The se
s hould be finished comp letely in a short time.
Since our last report the numb er of new film s confirmed
from fifteen to twenty-on e. For this we are tru ly gr at eful.

h as ris en

RADIO
As soon as we are ab le to find the t ime to prep are a comp lete li st
of radio stations that are broadcasting H erald of Truth , we will publis h
it in the Report as well as prepare sin gle copies for dis tributi on. to li steners and to churches for posting on the ir bulleti n boards. In th e m ea ntime , if yo u would lik e to know the nearest station in any given area,
we will be glad to furni sh the information on request.
We would like to enco urage as many congregati on s as w ill to li st ·
the station ·call letters and time of broadcast in your wee kl y bull etins .
This helps to keep the m embe rs of the churc h informed so that they can
info rm their friends and n eighbors.

THANKS
To the many individuals a nd churches tha t responded to ou r appeal
for help during the summer months we w is h to say "thank you" fr ~rn
the dep ths of our heart s. As a res ult of the many contributions that were '
received, it was not n ecessary to drop as ma ny stations as it lo ok ed
like would be necessary.
Although in some cases adjustments
were unavoid a ble , we fee l that
in the very near future that most of these , if not all , will agai n b e car ry ing the Herald of Truth every week.
In some lo ca liti es the lo cal chur ch ha s made arrange m en ts to carry
the broadcast. Once more we would like t o emph as ize that we will b e
more than glad to coopera te in a ny way toward furnishing th e t ape s
or films for lo ca l use. It is entirely possible a nd prob ab le in many plac es
that time will be given for the program if someon e will on ly ta ke the
time to go and see th e mana ge ment. In a few instances members of th e
church work for station that are glad to show their emplo yees thi s
consideration.
Brethren , let us use every right way to get the gospe l
pre ac hed over as many radio and telev is ion stations a s po ssib le. Both
by local preachers and the us e of the tapes and films , we a re ab le to
furnish . Pl ease ca ll on u s for an y ass istan ce you feel we ca n r end er.

THINGS

THINGS WE MUST BELIEVE
By E.
Radio

Sermon

R. HARPER

6, 1'957

My good friends , it is a pleasure to visit with you again in your
homes after three months , or to ride along with you in your cars driving down the highway or wherever you are today . We are your friends
and would like to have a card or letter from you . I wish also to take
this opportunity
to thank all of you who have had fellowship with
us in this great work, for without your help it could not have been
carried on . May the providence of the Lord and His unlimited grace
grant a continuation
of this program, even an increase in it until
every lost man in the world has had an opportunity
to hear the
gospel of Christ. This is not an impossibility. It can be done .
Times

M.ake a Difference

Friends , with the passing of time come many changes in the affairs of life . Men see more clearly the things ne eded to bridge the
gap, or to give strength to the troubled soul. This comes only by one's
having been made to drink deeply of the sorrows of life. In the ·
time of greatest tragedy , when the loads of life are too heavy to bear
alone, is when we suddenly realize that we "need to believ e" if th e
burdens of life are to be made lighter. Unless you have walked wher e
they have walked, sorrowed as they have sorrowed , or wept as they
have wept , you cannot understand,
nor can you really sympathize with
your dearest friends .
Why

This

Sermon?

The things I am discussin g with you tod ay, more to call them to
your minds, than to undertake the proof of them, were caused by th e
passing of our daughter, who at 20 closed her eyes in sleep as sh e
was undergoing a very delicate heart operation. As the men who so
kindly and so lovingly spoke words of c.omfort to us in that, the saddest
hour of our lives, there ran through my mind these great truths of
which I shall speak today. We may tell the world it is lost; we may
talk to them about salvation or damnation; but until we, ourselves, believe understandingly
these vital truths from our h ea rts, and are able
to convince the world of their absolute truthfulness , we shall preach
into the air, and our messages,
though they be delivered with the
"tongues of men and of angels," shall fall on hearts like lead and
our efforts shall go largely wasted. I know today what gives real
hope and strength in the hour of death. I never understood so deeply
as now, for out yonder , in that world that knows no end I have a
precious little girl.
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the Son of God

One of the great truths upon which rest all our hopes and dreams
is the declaration made by Peter in Matt . 16: 16 when he said to our
Lord, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." At least half
of the world has never so much as heard this great truth announced,
much less believed it. How many of you listening to me today honestly
believe the statement
made by the Father in Matt. 3 : 17 where He
said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" or His
declaration
on th e Mount of Transfiguration,
Matt. 17: 5, where He
added to this statement these words, "hear ye him."
So long as this vital truth of "Christ as God's Son" is not believed
from the hearts of those who listen, little good will be accomplished
toward the salvation of mankind. It is our task to find the answer to
the question, "How are we to convince the world that Christ is the Son
of the living God?"
The Bible, God's Divine

Revelation

A second great truth I believe to be absolutely vital and essential
to the conversion of the world to Christ is an unquestioned faith in the
Bible as God's final revelation to m a n. This, not believed and accepted,
and our world is religiously at sea without a compass. It must become
our "north star," it must become our "anchor," it must become our refuge in time of great religious distress. When the Lord said to His apostles in John 14 :15,16, "If ye love me, keep my commandments.
And I
will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you forever"; and then in verse 26 when Christ declared,
"But the Comforter , which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
whatsoever
I have said unto you"; these things we must
remembrance,
believe and accept as the divine revelation of God to man. When Christ
said to these same apostles in John 16 : 13, "When he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth";
and then In the 24th
chapter of Luke's gospel and verse 49 when Christ said, "And, behold,
I send the promise of my Father upon y ou : but tarry ye In the city
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high"; there is
nothing else for man to do but believe this wonderful promise made to
them. These apostles went to the city of Jerusalem as recorded in Acts,
chapter 1, and while there this Comforter came upon them as promised
by the Lord and they began to speak these great and eternal truths
(Acts 2: 1-4) . These revelations of God, by the Spirit, through His apostles , are our only hope as we come to the grave to say goodbye to those
whom we love so dearly. That there is no other divine revelation of God
to man other than the Bible to us is evidenced by such passages as given
by Paul, Peter, Jude and John . Paul, writing to the Galatian churches,
says in chapter 1 and verses 7-9, "But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed." The apostle Peter said in I
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Peter 4: 11, "if any man speak , let him -speak as the oracles of God. "
Jude in Jude .1 and verse 1 says "Be loved, when I gave all diligence to
write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints." Friends, do you realize what
the expression '_'once delivered" means? It has the m eaning of " once for
all 'delivered" as found in your American Revised Version," which simply
means this is the last revelation to be given to man.
John closes the Bible by saying this in Revelation 22: 18: "For I
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add m1to these things , God shall add unto hini
the plagues that are written in this book."
My friends, these are the things we must believe IF the world is
ever to be united and brought to Christ. To my brethren, preaching the
gospel, these are the vital facts we must find a way to burn deep into
the hearts of our audiences if we are to get them to obey the gospel of
· Christ. Let · us develop these fundamental
principl es in our minds and
hearts until they so possess us that we shall have th e power to convince
.our auditors that these truths are from God and must be believed and
multitudes will surrender to Christ . Faith, repentance and baptism for
the remission of sins will mean little or nothing to a man who does not
believe that Christ is the Son of the Jiving God and who does not be •
lieve the Bible to be the final revelation of God to man.
Stamp these great truths indelibly upon their he a rts until they can't
. sleep by day or by night and the world will come fleeing to Christ for
refuge from sin in obedience to the Lord's ' commands . We know the
plan pf salvation but do we know the secret of opening the hearts of
men to convince them th at our Bible is the final . revelation from God to
. be obeyed by man? This is our problem! We must find an answer to it
. if the world is to be saved and is to die in hope.
Our Final Appeal
the world must be caused to understand is
that God's ",:ord fa our final authority, that it has absolute priority over
every religious· document in all the world. This truth, believed by us ,
is not believed. nor is it accepted by much of the so-called "religious
. world ." Religions are filled with human creeds, .modern revelations claiming to be from · God .a nd demanding to be placed on an equality with
our Bible. Churches of Christ have no human creeds, nor do we have
save that authorized in your New
any system of church government
Testament." We accept the New Testament as God's final revelation to
man and to it we come for our final authority in all things.
A thi:r;-d'mo·st vital truth

In Matthew 28: 18-20 Christ said, "All power is · given unto me in
heaven and in earth." We believe He alone has this power and only
the things . therefore
com m a nded by Him through His apostles and
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prophets are to be tau ght to the world with His promise to be with us
to the end of the world. His revelation to them is the end of all revelations, as we believe. Brethren, if we would convert the world, we must
so believe and understand
this vital principle until we possess the
strength to conv in ce others of its importance Jest th ey be taken awa y by
some false r evelation which the Lord did not give.
That God's word is His final revelation we must know from the
words of Paul when in Gal. 1: 6-8 he says, " I marvel that ye are so soon
r emoved from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospe l: which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, Jet him be accursed. As we said before, 150 I say
now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye
h ave received, let him be accursed." Here Paul even condemns the angels from heaven were they to undertake to change or as he calls it,
pervert the gospel the apostles had preached unto them. · Why this
condemnation
of such an act? This revel ation to them is God's final
revelation. Multitudes of passages just 'like these could be given further,
but this will have to suffice just now. We will not be jud ged by these
modern, so-cl aimed revelations from God; ·nor will w e be judged by the
di sci plines and manuals of men; nor by the traditions of churches; nor
laws invoked upon men by church councils. Only by the gospel of
Christ sh all man be judged (Rom. 2:16) . Why this? It is the Lord's
fina l, authoritative
message to man. Brethren , we must have a burning,
throbbing, pulsating , driving force in us , created there by our own deep
and unfailing belief in the final authority
of God's word, until the
world is moved by such faith and convictions.
The Resurrection
of Christ
The fourth, and one of the most important of all truths we must
believe if we are to bring ourselves completely to the task of preaching
the "gospel to every creature," and influencing them to surrender their
hearts to our Saviour is "the resurrection
of Christ from th e dead." An
unfaltering
belief in the resurrection
of the dead upon our part, a
conviction from our souls, which conviction can be seen and felt by
those who hear us , will prepare their hearts for a reception of the
great truths as tau ght by Christ and His apostles . The besetting siri of
all ag es has been the "s in of unbelief" in these vital doctrines bein g
dis cuss .ed by me today. Unbelief was the "besetting sin" of Heb . 12: l-4;
it is that sin today! Faith in these truths and men move! lf taught error
they move in the wrong direction . If taught the truth they move in
the right direction ; but these eternal principles firmly believed and men
move in some direction! It is our responsibility to see that they have
an · opportunity
to move in the right direction ar.d th at they are not
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as were those

in Gal.

1 :7-9.
It Is True

Concerning the resurrection
of Christ from the dead: th ere is no
event in the history of mankind that is more completely confirmed, and
that by honest, reputable men , than the fact of the resurrection
of
Christ. No historical
documents
found in the libraries of men, nor
hidden away in the files of the ages past, equal, much less surpass, in
accurateness,
in detailed accounts, in intelligent, sensible and unselfish
motives nor in the beauty of style, the testimony given by these witnesses found in your Bible establishing
the unanswerable
fact of the
glorious resurrection
of Christ from the grave. No lawyer is capable of
preparing a brief to present to a jury in the defense of his client, that
will surpass the accuracy of the testimony prepared and submitted by
the Spirit through the writers and witnesses of your Bible as to the
truthfulness
of the resurrection
of Christ from the dead. Time forbids
that I go into a detailed discussion of this to establish the proof of His
resurrection.
As I said in the beginning, this lesson is not especially to
prove these great facts, but to point out to my brethren the things I
believe we must unquestionably
believe ourselves, from our own hearts,
without mental reservations,
cleansing our ranks of all modernists or
skeptics, should we find such among us, that we may rescue a world
from corruption
here and from an eternal doom beyond the grave.
Brethren, we must believe, preach and forever defend these great truths.
We must be foremost in convincing the world that Christ is God's Son;
that the Bible is the final revelation from heaven and that it is our last
appeal, clothed with absolute authority, from which no man nor set of
men may appeal. We must convince the world that our New Testament ,
the last will and testament of Christ, is our final court of appeal; and
we must come forth as the one people capable of convincing the world
that Christ arose from the dead and that there is to be a resurrection
of all men. We may preach faith, repentance and baptism for the remission of sins; and that we must continue to preach; but little good will
that do unless we have convinced men of the seriousness of the above
great and eternal facts of the Bible . Once they believe the above, taught
by us and not by someone else, they will be prepared in heart to accept
more readily the plan by which Christ saves. This is the burden of
my lesson today to preachers and leaders of churches of Christ throughout this radio audience. We must see that we must take the lead in this
and with radios, televisions and the printing presses , all ours to us e,
that we must find some way to put them into full and complete action,
helping us reach "every creature in all the world" as commanded by
Christ, our King, in Mark 16: 15.
Passages

on Resurrection

As I close this discussion on the resurrection,
however, may I give
you a few passages from these witnesses concerning this most vital
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question, the resurrection
of the dead. In Matthew 28: 1-6 we have this
reading: "In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn to ward the
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to
see the sepulchre . And, beh old , there was a great earthquake:
for the
angel of the Lord des ce nded from heav en, and cam e and rolled back the
stone from the door , and sat up on it. His countenance was like lightning,
and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did
s hake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto
the women, Fear not ye: for I kno w that ye seek Jesus which was crucifie d. He is not here : for he is ri sen , as he said. Come , see the place
where the Lord lay ." This .is stated as an absolute fact as are all other
things taught in your Bible . They do not guess but state things as ab·
solute truths that took pla ce as they describe. Here is a ref erence to
the te ac hing of Christ con ce rning Hi s ow n r esurrection. Turn with me
to Matthew 16: 21 and listen to the witness as he says, "From that time
forth began Jesu s to shew unto his di sci ples , how that he must go unto
J erusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed , and be raised from the dead the third da y." This I
would ask of you: Find one prophecy in either the Old or New Testaments concerning the coming Messiah that was not fully and completely
fulfilled in Christ ! Find one statement
made by Him conc erning His
work and His m anner of death and His life after death that did not
come true just as this one just read came true. Not one will you find
that failed . There is no other event known to man nor recorded in the
history of mankind comparable to this of the Chri~t. No other event in
the history of the world has so accur ately and so fully and so complet ely been fulfilled in every minor detail as this surrounding the Christ.
Now, as the result of this glorious resurrection
of Christ we today have
hope beyond the grav e. I would have you hear Paul in our final discus·sion of this great truth today on the resurrection.
In I Cor . 15:19 -23 Paul
says, "If in this life only we h av e hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable. And ·now is Christ ris en from the dead, and become
the first fruits of them that slept . For since by man came death , by
man also the resurrection
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even
so in · Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order:
Christ the first fruits; afterwards the y th at are Christ's at his coming."
And he concludes by sa ying this, verses 25,26: "For he must reign till
he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death."
Conclusion

Thus I must close for today but be listening at this same time next
Lord's day when I shall bring to you the lesson, "The Heart and Soul of
the First Century Messages." I cannot close without pleading with you
who are listening to me today to believ e in this Christ; to repent of
your sins and, con fes sing Christ as God 's Son, to be baptized in His
name for the remission of your sins that you may be sa ve d and have
the Lord add you to His church as taug ht in Mark 16:16; Luke 24 :46 ;
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Matthew 10: 32; and Acts, chapter two frotn verse one through verse
47. May the good Lord be gracious to you and yours that believing these
great truths of the Bible you tnay have hot>e in this life and hope as
you stand at the grave to say goodbye to your vety own as we have
had to do sin ce last I vi sit ed with you 0 11 this progt :'11:n is tn y prayer in
the Master's natne .

to stand before the Div ine Bar of Justi ce and be judg ed by Christ th e
Righteous Judge; and (2) We shall have to believe that from this judgment scene men are either to be ushered into the final pre se nce of God
to live with Him fore ver in that place prepar ed for th em by th eir Lord;
or to be banished forever from Him into that place prepared , not for
ma n, but for the Devil and his angels; and bec aus e man would not surrender to the te a chin gs of the Ma ster he is now to be consign ed to the
place of the condemned.

THE SOUL OF FIRST CENTURY MESSAGES

My friends, to reject any one of these fundam ental teachings of
the Bible is to bring your world to a state of mind that will cause them
either to die in a state of confusion and maybe despair , or to make
them unafraid of Jehovah because they are cau sed eith er not to fear
Christ as the Son of the Living God; not to believe and fear the Bible
as God's Divine Revelation;
not to respect it as man's fin al "c ourt of
appeals"; not to dread a hereafter because they do not believe in the
resurrection
of the dead; or to believ e m an will not stand before the
judgment bar of God to be either reward ed or punish ed for his deeds
committed here on earth. Dethrone either of these fundamental truths
of the Bible and you br eak the chain upon which the hopes and dreams
of Christianity rest. Christianity either st ands or fall s upon the se truths.
Churches of Christ believe them all and so te ac h m en.

By E. Ft HARPER

Radio Sermon No. 298

Oc:tober 13, 1951

Thank you, Phil. Friends, may t givt, you a true story today of a
conversatiotl that took place a few months ago betweetl a young married
girl of 26 and her friends? This young girl was to undergo a most
serious heart operation, possibly the most serious of all heart operations
known to doctors. Some of her closest friendfl asked her, "Aren't you
afraid of death if you have that operation ofi your heart? '' She humbly'
replied · to thetn with these words, "l atn not a fr aid to die , for i am a
Christian.'' These words were hers bec ause of h er faith i:tt the resurrec ,
tion of the dead. So long as tnetnory lives and reason reigns in tny life'
these words shall live it1 my heart. This is the kind of faith t ant Speak •
ing of in these two lessons I am bringing to you on "Things We Must
Believe.'' Today's discussion will close With an investigation
of tbel
"Heart and Soul of the Apostles' Sertnons " to the people of the first
century church .
Review
In my former lesson 011 this subject t su gg ested , if we !ire to reach
the world with the gospel of Christ ht a way to bring thetil to obey their
Lord, we ourselves must believe the following truths with an unfailing,
an unwavei'ing faith; a faith that has become so tnuch a part of our
very nature that it becomes a drivittg, throbbing, tnovittg force in our
lives so that we cannot sit idly by and watch a world ot two billion
people coille to their graves never having known these greltt and vital
trvths upon which rest the hopes of the world , not only het'e but in the
world to coille.
ihose Truths Restated
Those truths already mentioned which we must betieve are: That
" Christ is the Son of the Living God''; that the Bible is the Divine
Revelation of G-Od; that the 13ible is our fina1 appeal, and iast was a
never dying faith ht the resurrection
of Christ from the dead. Today 1
arn discussing with you two other vital doctrines of the New Testament
that nrnst be believed by us and the world. '!'hey ate: (1) That there
will be a final Judgment Da::v whett all accountable sotil!f ~hail be called

The Judgment Day
That you may know however that the Bible does tea ch there will be
a day of judgment I ask you to listen to the following Scriptures. In
Acts 17: 30,31, Paul says , "And . the time s of this ignorance God winked
at ; but now comm andeth all men every where to repent: because he
has appointed a da y, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men , in that h e hath r aised him from the dea d ." In H eb .
9 : 27 the write r says: "And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment : So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of
many.'' Paul writing to the church in Corinth says in II Corinthi ans 5: 10,
"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in the body, whether good or bad.''
This is in perfect harmony with the Lord's own statement
found in
John 5: 28,29 wher e He says, "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming ,
in the which all that are in the gra ves sh nll hear his voic e , A.nd shall
come forth; they th at have done good , unto th e resurr ection of lif e ;
and they that have done evil, unto the resurre ction of damnati on. I can
of mine own self do no thing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is
just ; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent me."
·

Thus we have found that there will be a "judgment day"; that all
shall be raised; and that all shall stand before Christ as the righteous
judge . I should like to point out to you this one and final thought in the
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resurrection
and judgment of all men. It is by this last will and testament of Christ-His
divine revelation to men, that we shall be j_udg ed .
In John 12:48 Christ says, "He that rejecteth me , and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him : the word that I have spoken, the
same shall judge him in the last da y." And Paul says in Romans 2: 16 tha t.
"God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my
gospel." The Judge is Christ; all men shall be judged; they shall be
judged by Christ according to the gospel of Christ, wh ich is His word
given to man, the rejection of which, said Christ in John 12: 48, will
bring the judgment of Christ upon him .
Brethren, this is another great truth that must become so mu ch a
part of our very souls until we, as God's people can nei i her r e st nor
sleep until we have accomplished to the u tmost of our ability the obligation laid upon us by our Master to "preach the gospel to every creature
in all the world." Every soul must hear this message if that soul is to
be saved. To do this it takes not only men and time ; it takes our money
given gladly, wiJJingly, bountifully,
and that by every Christian. This
done and this message I am trying in my feeble way to deliver can be
heralded around the world daily . When these truths are burned deep
into our hearts, as they should be, they will be that driving power th at
wiJJ compel men's hearts to sacrifice for the cause of the Lord that
lost humanity may be lifted up and souls prepared for the great day
of judgment that is ahead. We still fear no man; we will dread no task
before us; and united in the fear of our Lord, with the cause of a lost
world upon our hearts. we can and we shall march on to victory over
the world and over Satan . It all depends upon how much we believe understandingly
these basic doctrines upon which hangs not only the hope
of the world, but the destiny of Christianity
itself. These truths are
the bedrock upon which Christianity
Jives. Destroy either of them and
you destroy the entire system of Christianity.
By one stroke the modernist, if he can succeed thus to do , has been able to defeat the very
purpose of Christ's death on the cross and would destroy the hopes assured us by His glorious resurrection
from the dead.
Beyond the Judgment Scene-Then
What?
The last I shall mention concerning these eternal truths we must
believe if we are to have created in our hearts the proper desire to tell
the world of the wonderful love of God, expressed in Christ on Calvary 's
cross is: The destiny of man beyond the judgment scene. What is that
destiny? And does God deal with saint and sinner alike? If not , what
does He have prepared for the saved? And what does He have prepared
for the lost? As pointed out already the "good and the bad" shall be
raised (Daniel 12: 2 and John 5: 28). The "good and the bad" both shall
be at the judgment (II Cor. 5: 10). Now in Matthew we have pictured to
us the judgment scene where the world is gathered before the Lord and
He is dividing them as a shepherd would divide the sheep from the goats.
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The sheep here represen~ the saved; the goats the lost . The one, he
places on His right hand; the other, on His left hand. To those on the
" right hand" He says, "come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." To those on
the left hand He says, "Depart from me, ye cursed into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels." That the destiny of the good and the bad, the saved and the Jost is the same cannot be accepted without
denying the word of the ILord. That Christ will deal with the saint and
the sinner alike is not taught in the Bible. Here one receives the "kingdom prepared for them"; the other is cast into " everlasting fire" prepared
for the "Devil and his angels." I may rebel against this, but to do so
is to deny the word of God. That one is blessed, the other is punished is
as certainly taught here as is possible for the English language to express itself to the intellect of man. That, is the lesson Christ intended
for us to learn from this scene.
Heaven for the Saved
The home of the saved is called "heaven." In Heb. 10:34 Paul says,
"Ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling
of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better
and an enduring substance." Again in Heb. 11:16, speaking of the faith
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob the writer says, "But now they desire a
better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city." Peter in I
Peter 1: 3-5 declares: "He hath begotten us again unto a living hope by
the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time." Had I but the time to take you
through that beautiful chapter of R evelation 21 and let you see John's
picture of the church in her heavenly glorified state, surely it might move
you to accept the Christ who has prepared such a beautiful heavenly
state for His people. In this chapter God has promised to "wipe away
all tears from our eyes," take away all "sorrow" from our hearts, and
to destroy "death" that there be no more pain, for the former things are
passed away . Here you need not the sun, nor the moon, not even the
stars to illuminate this home of the soul for the "glory of God did
lighten it , and the lamb is the light thereof" (v. 23) and the "gates of
it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there."
From the throne of God shall flow the "water of life" freely and on
either side of that river, shall grow the "tree of life." From that river
we shall drink and of that tree man shall once more eat and live forever.
No wonder Christ said "preach the gospel to every creature" in "all the
world." This is the good news of salvation! Declare it we must!
The Soul of the Message
That these truths were believed by the apostles and early Christians is evidenced by the "Heart and Soul" of their sermons . Had you
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ever stopp ed to ask yourself the question , Why in one man's life time
the gosp el of Christ had been "preached to every creature which is under
heaven" (Col. 1:28) , while in our generation most of the world sleeps
in total darkness, n ever having heard of the marvelous grace of God?
Why has the church lost its power to influence men today? Why do men
look so lightly upon the Word of God as His revelation to man? I believe
an investigation of the sermons delivered in the first century will reveal
to us the answ€r. I believe the difference is ' in "conviction" of men's
hearts then and now in these fundamental truths of Christianity,
Their Approach
Will you study with me, for the remaining few ,noments I have,
the sermons of those men to s€e if we can find the "Heart and Soul" of
their messages? Brethren, the first thing I would have us to see is: They
did not present the plan of salvation first. B€fore they left they presented the Lord's way of saving people but they knew that their audiences
would pay little or no attention to the "how you become a Christian"
until th€y were caused to have a "convicting faith in Christ and His
resurrection
from the dead." On that memorable Pentecost morning at
nine o'clock, when the Spirit came upon the a postles and they began
to speak as th€ Spirit gave them utterance, Acts 2 : 4, and the multitudes
came to hear, Peter did not begin by saying to them they must"repent
a nd be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sinsu;
h€ knew there was one thing he had to do if those people were to be
saved. He had to convince them that this Jesus whom they had crucified had been raised from the dead . He knew another thing, he had
to convince th€m that he and these other apostles believed it from their
hearts. Here stood a man, who just a few days before this when asked
if he were not one of Christ's disciples , the record says in Mark 14: 71,
"began to curs€ and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye
speak. " In today's lesson we find this same man facing this same bloodthirsty mob , but this time was not a weakling; not a coward; he is not
cursing and swearing because of being accused of being with the Lord .
He now possesses the courage and fortitude of a "martyr" if needs be,
to defend the Master, to accuse his enemies, and to plead with them to
surrender
themselves unto Christ . Why this sudden str€ngth in the
hearts of these men? Peter answers for us in I Peter 1: 8 when he
says , "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy h ath begotten us again unto a livelyliving hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead." Their
faith in the "resurrection
of Christ" drove all fear from their hearts and
so anxious were they that their own flesh and blood should believe this
wonderful message of hope , that th€y defied all danger and dared to
speak boldly in the Master's name. Let this same truth be believed by
us today as it was by them and we too shall preach it with a burning
z€al th at will inflame the hearts of men with that de.sire to know what
they shouid do. The weakness of my messages is not in knowing how
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to preach that faith , repentance and baptism are all for the remission
of sins; it is in not being able to convince people of the solemn and
sacred truth in not only the resurrection
of Christ from the dead, but
likewise in our own resurrection from the dead and that which shall follow. This one pow€r is possessed by us who preach the gospel, and
we shall feel the world respond; as it begins to give h€ed to Peter's an~wer on Pentecost day when asked, "men and brethren, what shall we do?"
It was Peter who said in verse 14, "Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that
dwell in Jerusalem, be thi s known unto you, and hearken to my words,"
'fhere was no wondering if h e were right. He speaks with assurance; with
never a doubt. This his auditors respected. In verse 22 h€ says, "Jesus
of Nazareth , a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him . ... as ye yourselves also know:
him. being deliv€red by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of
God . ye have taken , and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom
God hath raised up , having loosed the pains of death; e ecause it was
not possible th at he should b€ holden of it." In verses 30-82 Peter decla r es con cernin g David , "Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that
God had sworn with an oath to him, th at of the fruit of his loins, accordin g to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne· he
seein g this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul ~as
not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God
raised up, whereof we all are witnesses." This w as the "Soul-yea,
the
very heart of P eter 's message on Pentecost." This believed and Peter's
announcement
that this "same Jesus whom ye hav€ crucified, God hath
made him both Lord and Christ" brought from th€m the cry, asking
"nrnn and brethren, what shall we do?" It had convicted them of their
sins . All Peter then had to do was to give them the simple answer as directed by the Holy Spirit . That :1nswer was: "Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the n ame of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receiv e the gift of_the Holy Spirit ." The record says in 41,
" Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls." What
moved them? rt was the "heart of Peter's message-the
resurr .ectlon
from the dead believed." These apostles believed this so deeply that
soon they were ab1€ to change enmity to friendship, hatred of the Lord
to love for Him , a rejection of Him to a complete surrender to His every
command, even baptism for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), from infidels to believers, verse 44; and from condemnation to salvation (verse
47); and finally from rebellion against Him to a surrender to Him as
their King on David's thr .one and members of His church. O, what conviction; what faith these apostles must have had to convince this once
rebellious group . crying as th€y were in their hatred for Christ! Said
they, "crucify him,'' "let his blood be upon us and upon our children!"
What pleadings to change them so soon from that state of mind to that
of me :n tr yl.ng to " SaVB themselves from this unto"Wird or crooked gen-
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eration"
(verse 40) ! Could we today but have such faith! faith that
would so possess us that even our faith could be felt by our hearers
to move them to trust our Lord so completely that they would cry out
in the agonies of th eir sinful hearts, "Men and brethren what shall we
do?" with never a thought, save to do at once that which was com manded these on Pentecost by Peter to "repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for remission of sins ." If you will
but t a ke time to study Acts 2 and you will find that the burden of this sermon was the "resurrection
of Christ from the dead" as an absolute fact
t hat could not be denied by even those pr esent.
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and Soul of First Century Messages." Let us fill our hearts with that
same conviction and we too shall move men to believe in our Lord, to
repent of their sins and be baptized for the remission of sins , as did
Peter on that memorable Pentecost day nearly 2,000 years ago when
3,000 obeyed the gospel of Christ. May God ever bless you is my pray er
in our Master's name.

THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR THIEF--No. 1

My friends, here in this sermon , the first ever to be preach ed in th e
name of Jesus Christ, you have every fundamental principle of my les sons thus far. Here Christ is presented as the Holy One of God, that
is, His Son; here you have them continuing steadfastly
in the word of
God; here you have this revealed word as their sole guide in which they
are to continu ~ you have the heart of it all, the glorious resurrection
of Christ from the dead; and finally you have the promised blessings and
the threat of warnings in that Christ shall reign until His enemies
become His footstool and the pl ea dings for them to save themselve s
from the fate of that generation by accepting the marvelous promises of
Christ in obeying the gospel. Little good would it have done them had
Peter convinced them of these great truths had he not told th em how
they were to save themselves from the crooked generation. Little good
will it do you to know these things are true if you are never told how
to be saved or if you are taught the wrong way to possess th ese gifts
of God's grace. They a re to be enjoyed upon His terms and His alon e
as here in Acts 2: 38.
Conclusion
Time does not permit or I sh ould let you st a nd with Paul on Mars '
Hill in Acts 17 and hear him plead with them concerning the "judgment
day" or take you to Corinth and h ear him deliver his sermon to them
on the resurrection of Christ a s stated in I Cor. 15: 1-4 in Paul's immortal
of the dead. You need to read his letters to
chapter on · the resurrection
Rome, to Thessalonica , to the Philippians,
to Colosse on the resurrection, or his letter to Titus on the second coming of Christ. You need
to study well that great letter to the Hebrew Christians on the "death of
Christ," the "resurrecion
from the dead," and even of "heaven itself."
You should hear Paul as he says to the church at Rome in chapter 1
and verse 4 that Christ was "declared to be th e Son of God with power,
from the dead."
according to the spirit of holiness , by th e resurrection
Last I would have you live with John as he received his revelation on
Patmos and drink of those hopes a nd promises for which our hearts
so fondly yearn; victory over death, through Christ our Lord as He presents the church, the Lamb's wife, in all her splendor amidst the beauties of a never-ending
eternity in the pres enc e of God our Father to
walk with Him in the light of His boundless love . This is the "Heart
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Two men were discussing the salvation of man. One man thought
and argued that man is saved by faith alone; the other believed and
taught that man must obey the Gre a t Commission of Mark 16:16 which
says, "he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." The discus sion continued some time . During the course of this discussion the man
who believed it to be by "faith only" quoted most of the passages where
faith is found. These were discussed one by one by the second man.
Wh en finally every passage studied was shown not to teach the theory
of "salvation by faith only" the first man asked the question that we
a re finally asked by all men who so b elieve . That question was "What
a bout the thief on the cross?" He was saved and was not baptiz ed. The
thief on the cross is only used for one purpose, and that is to get out
of obeying a plain and positive command of the Lord. The world , in
many sections, has determined to elim inate this certain command from
the conditions
of salvation , and to do this arguments
are made on
isolated passages, that i_s passages t a ken by themselves, and force upon
them "private interpretations"
that fit theological quibbles. That this
is a violation of the Bible itself is evident from Peter's statement in II
Peter 1: 19-21 where he warns against this very type of argumentation
that was used then as now. He said, "We have also a more sure word
of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that y e take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place , until the day dawn, and the day st ar
arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripfor the prophecy came not in old
ture is of any private interpretation,
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost ." Here is a direct answer by Peter against this
type of argumentation.
To take passages out of their setting and try
to give them a "private interpretation,"
that su ch "private interpretation" may be made to fit some special theory is the cause of our religious differences in the world. Any interpretation
on any passage that
makes it contradict a known truth , or a plain statement made by our
Lord or His apostles has to be wrong and must be abandoned for truth 's
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sake. This is exactly what has happened to the subject I shall discuss
with you today . The setting for our lesson is found in Luke 23: 39-43 and
reads as follows, "And one of the malefactors
(called thieves in Mat·
thew 27: 44) which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ,
save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost
not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?
And we
indeed justly; for w·e receive the due reward of our deeds: but this
man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, rememb er
me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily
I say unto th ee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise."
The conclusion is at once re ache d from this by millions, that
this "thief" was saved, here, on the cross by "faith only" because
Christ said to him, "today shalt thou be with me in paradise." They
suggest to me that it was impossible for him to be baptized therefore
they give this as an example of our being saved today and by so doin g
keep millions from obeying their Lord ' s instructions laid down for all men
in all the world and every nation, which instructions
are found in
Matthew 28: 18-20 and Mark 16: 15,16 . Now any "private interpretation"
of any certain passage or any particular
example that will set aside
the Lord's "world-wide commission" which is to be preached to "every
creature in all the world," as commanded in Mark 16: 15, must be an
erroneous interpretation
and if followed le ad multitudes to their graves
having lived and died, failing to obey their Lord's commands given to
every creature in all the world by which man is to be saved. We must
not make that fatal mistake; we can't afford to lead our children and
our friends to such a tragic conclusion.
Proper Division of Bible
To properly understand
this question today, that bothers so many
people, it is necessary to correctly understand the "division of the Bible."
If one should fail to underst and how the Bible is divided and in which
division we must come for our instructions today, he could find himself
so confused that he might even decide the Bible is a bundle of con tradictions,
and infidelity might r es ult from such confusion. When a
person , however, understands
properly the division of the Holy Sriptures, the Bible becomes an easy book to understand
and its beauty
fascinates the most learned of any generation.
Hence to understand
the truth concerning the "World 's Most Popular Thief" it becomes ab ·
solutely necessary to engage with you in a study of the proper division
where theologians
of the Bible. By this we can readily understand
have made their fatal mistake in holding up to the world this "thief on
the cross" as a proper example of our salvation from sin in this dis·
pensation. I am making this statement now without fear of successful
contradiction.
No man today ie or can be saved like - the "thief on the
cross." This I shaII now undertake
to prove, first by a study in the
of the divisions of the Bible. lu II Timothy 2: 15
])roper understanding
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l>aul says, "Study to show thys elf approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." Your
revised version says, "handling aright the word of truth," which covers
this and even mor e. From this it is plai n to be seen that to fail to
understand
the proper division of the word of truth will bring a man
before God not approved, but ashamed, which is the equivalent to beIng rejected.
Old and New Covenants
If you have your Bibles before you, the Old and the New Testalnents, you will see that in the center of your Bible those who published
H have recognized this division by separating
it into two parts. The
first is what we call the Old Testament
or covenant; the second is
ca lled the New Testament
or New Covenant. These testaments
are
1·adically different. If man is under the Old he can't be under the
New. If he ls under the New he can't possibly be under the Old. Most
people do not understand
this and just so it Is in the Bible they
think It is binding . Because of the failure to understand
this vital
truth we have everything in religion from the "burning of incense to
the open practice of polygamy.'' The Cross of Christ marks the end of
the Old and introduces us to the New. Moses is the lawgiver of the
Old; Christ the Lawgiver of the New. Those under the Old foIIowed
Moses 's law; those under the New foIIow the law of Christ.
Scriptures Used
In Heb. 8: 12,13 the writer says "For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their Iniquities will I remember no
more. In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old,
Now that Which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away."
Here the Bible tens us plainly there was an "old covenant";
now
there ls also a "new covenant."
He further states plainly that the
"old" is ready to "vanish away,'' leaving only the "new" in force.
You need to know under which you live and you must understand
under which the "thief" lived and died. To fail to understand
this is
the plan of salvation for us today.
to fail to understand
Hebrews

9:15-17

In Hebrews 9: 15-17 the writer has this to say, "And for this cause
he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testanient, they which are called might ·receive the
promise of eternal
inheritance. For where a testament is, there must of necessity be the
death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead:
otherwise it ls of no strength at all while the testator liveth." Her~
it is plainly stated that there was a "first testament"
and that there
is a "new testament."
It is further stated that Christ is the mediator
It is now up to you to find out under which
of this "new testament."
of these you live and which of these is binding upon the world today.
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The tragic thing of all this today is, "Out world seemingly, cares little
about knowing or understanding
this vital truth concerning the testaments, yet our soul's final destiny depends entirely upon which of these
testaments
we have obeyed." One thing we know; the "thief on the
cross" could not have been under both testaments.
You must decide
under which he lived and died. If under the old, then he never lived
under the new and was never subject to its demands. My fr iends, Do
you know the difference between them? Do you know the importance
of this lesson on the "division of the Bible"? Had you ever thought to
ask yourself the question, Does it really make any difference when
the "thief on the cross died," whether under the law of Moses , before
the cross of Christ, or under the new testament,
after the cross of
Christ? Do these questions seem to you as but quibbles? Is it possible that you do not know the dangers involved in not understanding
when the testaments
began and ended, and if the things you have
done and are now practicing were under the "old" or are under the
"new"? When I was a young man it was common to hear people say,
"Just open your Bible and wherever it falls open there you can find
the plan of salvation."
The one heart-rending
thing to me that I
have found in many years of preaching is that people in the religious
world, almost universally
so, have practically
no conception of the
"testaments"
of your Bible and the supreme importance
of knowing
what is ' included in each, that they may make no mistake in what
they do in the great field bf religion. To those of us who know and
understand
the gravity of this great question it becomes one of the
great burdens of our heart. This is why Brother Willeford has spent so
much time in his discussions on the "Ten Commandments."
Do you
wish to know the truth on this subject? Will you study it with me today
and the lesson following? If you will take your Bible as our final
court of appeals as our final authority
on this subject, I assure you
I can teach you the truth concerning the covenants or the testaments
the
"thief on the
of your Bible and the absolute truth concerning
cross," as related to our salvation today. Would you write today, now,
for these lessons on this great and eternal truths that must be understood by the religious world before our confusion on how men are
saved is ever solved?
0

· Hebrews

10:9,10

In Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 9-10 we have this reading, "Then
he said, Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 God. He taketh away the first,
that he may establish the second. By the which will we are sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." Here
we find there was what he called the "first will" and that which he also
called the "second will." He plainly declares, in words that no man can
misunderstand,
that before tlie "second will" can become effective the
"first will" must be done away; hence , Christ came to "take away
the first that he might establish the second ." A will, when made and
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executed, carries with it certain unalterable
stipulations
where absolute justice is had. All who participate
in its blessings must meet th e
demands of that particular will. Now just so it is with this "will" or
"testament
of Christ." For man to become a beneficiary
of Christ's
will, this second will, he must likewise know its demands and then
meet the conditions laid down in His will. If this is not the lesson
He wants us to learn then He has used the wrong terms, and the
u~e of a will or ·testament
is out of place. I am certain, however, He
did not make a mistake and the use of these terms correctly understood is exactly what He wants us to see and know .
T;he important
thing now for us to find out is: Under which of
these are we living today, this "first will" that Christ came to "take
away," or this "second will" that He came to establish by which "will"
"we are sanctified"?
Another thing we must understand
if we are
not to become confused concerning
our being "saved like this thief"
is: Under which of these "wills" did the "thief" live? Was he under
the first, t'hat was to be done away in order to make way for the
second by which we are to be sanctified, or was he under the "second
will" that was made possible "through
the offering cf the body of
Christ once for all"? One thing we must not overlook in this passage
and that is this: This "second will" by which we are "sanctified"
could not have been active before the death of Christ for verse 10
pl~inly says "By which will we are sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all." If the "thief" lived and died
before this second will became effective then we shall be forced to
eliminate him from our examples of "salvation" for us today. We shall
show you that both the thief and Christ were living when Christ said
to him, "today shalt thou be with me in paradise ." You can't be saved
today like the "thief on the cross."
Law of Moses or Christ-Which?

The next fundamental
principle that we should understand
in this
proper division of God's word is: Who gave the two laws, that of the
Old Testament
and that of the New? Turn with me now to John 1: 17
where John says. "The law was given by Moses , but grace and truth
came by Jesus_ Christ." Again in Heb. 10: 28: "He that despised Moses'
law died without mercy under two or three witness e s: of how muc11
sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son o'f God , and hath counted the blood of th e
covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified,
an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of grace." In these two passages it is
pla~n to be seen that the law given by Moses and the covenant, through
whwh we are sanctified by the blood of Christ, are two entirely different laws. Here it is specifically called the ",law of Moses." In Gal.
6: 2 Paul says "Bear ye one another's
burdens, and so fulfill the law
of Christ." James says in chapter 4 and verse twelve, "There is one
lawgiver , who is able to save and to destroy ." From these passages
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given I think it plain to be se e n that these two laws bad t wo separat e
la wgivers; the first was Moses , the second was Christ. It _ is _up to
u s now to dec ide wheth er we sh all serv e Moses or Ch ri st rn ou r
ge neration? Whether w e sh all abid e by the fir st of th ese law s gi~e n
by Mos es or by the se cond law given by Christ. We must de~er~m e
whether the first of these laws , or the sec ond of th ese laws 1s bmd ing on u s today. Th ese laws ar e t h e sa m e as th e coven ants , th e t es t aments and wills, about which we hav e been reading . A proper understanding of how to "divide our Bible " will solve this quest ion for u s.
This is why churches of Christ continue to preach on the "proper di vision of the Bible." I feel confident that a vast majority of the p eopl e
do not understand
thi s qu esti on sufficientl y to t ell th e differ ence
in the two testaments
and to dete rmin e when a thing is under the
first or second and to know the importance of being able to determin e
this difference . In one of these lessons I shall show you the importan ce
of understandin g this issue as it r ela t es to the doct rin es of th eology.
You ask Where does this vitally affect our lesson today regarding th e
"thief o~ the cross"? If the " thief" lived under th e first of thes e
laws then he lived under the one given by Moses ; if he lived und er
the ~econd of these laws, then he liv ed under th e one given by Chri st.
If under that of Moses then he can't be used a s an ex ampl e of co nversion for u s tod ay for the law giv en by Moses wa s taken out of th e
way to make room for the law of Christ. If you do not underst a nd this ,
it will be easy for someone to cause you to believe you can b e saved
like they claim the thief was saved. To correctly understand th e "division of the Bible" will mean that you can readily see th at no m an
today is or can be saved like they claim the thief on the cross wa s
saved.
Conclusion
As we close this lesson today I think w e can rea dily see th e im portance of understanding
the "prop er division
of th e Bible ." It is
necessary to know under which t est ament or law we liv e; wh eth er th at
of Moses; or that of Christ. Now these laws did not contradict each
other. The New Testament
is the Old Test am ent fulfill ed and the
death of Christ, as found in Heb . 9: 15, took care of all who were
faithful before the death of Christ just as it takes car e of us now. But
the law was different under Moses from that und er Christ. H ad th ey
not been faithful under Moses th ey could n ot hav e enj oye d th e ble ssings of Christ's death . Just so with us; if we do not follow th e law
of Christ we cannot enjoy the blessings of Christ's dea th now.
Next Week

In our next lesson I shall dis cuss the "blood of anim als" and th at
of "Christ";
the two lawgivers; .to whom were the laws given; how
long was each to last; wrong examples of conversions given und er the
law of Moses; the correct examples of salv ation given under th e law
of Christ and why each is given . I sh all conclud e this lesson , if tim e

'.Permits: if not , I shall continue it in to th e next lesson , by a complete
discuss ion of the "thief on the cr oss '' and why he was not · saved
like as w e are to be saved today. I am certain no man can refute it if
the Bible is tak en for our guide . Write us for th ese le ssons on this
vital subject , whi ch subject includes the truth on th e " thief on the
Cro ss" and "his salv ati on." W a s the "thi ef" ba ptiz ed? "W as he sav ed
without baptism?" will be answ ered in our next disc ussion. But will
you nt>t come toda y obeying the L or d to "believe and be baptized ''
that you may be saved? Mark 16:16. May t he Lord bless you and keep
you is h1y prayer in our Master's name .
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My good fri eb.ds, it ill such a ple as u r e to com e in.to your homes
again today wi t h another dis cu ss ion of the "World ' s Most Popular
Thief." You m ay not Ufidl'lr st ab.d why the import anc e of this discussion
Unless you are conv ersant with the religi ous world r egarding the question of ''salvation by faith .'' rn tryin g to evade a command given by
Christ , which command is to all the w orld and every cr eature account·
able Uri.to God in all thll 'wbrid (Mai'k 16 : 15,16 and Matthew 28 :18-20),
the example ol' the "thi ef ob. th e cro ss' ' is u sM here to offse t the Lord ' s
orders to His apostle s. Men Can mak e un gu arded statements that eterni ·
ty alone will have to reveal the dam ag e done by them. For instanc e
this is ob.e of them we are studying today . You are told, "Th e thief on
the cross was saved without baptism- therefore we can be.'' Iri the first
place no man can prov e the thi ef w as not baptized. Some one made
the statemeb.t trying to show you th at you did not have to obey your
Master in his Great Commission , which commission
includes every
Cr eature tn the World that is lo st , ahd th at certainly includes you and
me. Why try to nnd a way out of obeyib. g- y our Lord in the fir st :Place?
W hen Christ said , " Oo ye into all the world, and pr each the gospel to
every creature. lte that believeth and is baptized sh all be saved; but
he that believeth not shail be damned ; ' why look for a way around this
when yt>U kl\OW the obeying of your Lord will bring you salvation? Isn't
salvation what you want? Didn 't the Lord know how to give it? Didn't
He khow what He wanted us to do to obtain it?
lived tin 'E:arth-Not on the Cross
The thief lived his life down on the earth . He onl y di ed on the
cross. Of course , he could not be baptized up there, but while here on
earth, he could h ave . Can you pro ve he was not'? n you ca n' t then why
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tell people he was not baptized? In Matt. 3 : 1-7 John th e Baptist baptized
all the region round about. Can you prove the thief was not in that
group? In John 3:22-26 we read, "And John ~!so was baptizing in Aenon
near to Salem, because there was much water there: and they came ,
and were baptized. For John was not yet cast into prison. Then there
arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about
purifying. And they came unto John , and said unto him, Rabbi, he that
was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold,
the same baptizeth , and all men come to him." Can it be proven that the
"thief on the cross" was not one of these who came? Until it can be,
then to make the statement he was not baptiz e d is to make a statement
one can't prove. That which you can't prove should not be used to set
aside a plain command of our Lord. This we had better ponder well
before we refuse to do what we know He commanded and follow some
statement man has made which statement he can't prove and at best is
but a guess on his part. In John 4:1-3 is found this statement:
"When
therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made
and baptized more disciples than John (though Jesus himself baptized
not , but his disciples), he left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee."
Now the multitudes were coming to be baptized of them. Until it can
be proyen the thief was not in this number we have no earthly way of
proving he was not baptized. Until one can prove he was not baptized
we have no right telling the people he was not and bringing them to
Rethe judgment, having refused to follow their Lord's instructions.
member this one thing: In Matthew 3:13-17 we have the record of
where the Saviour came from Galilee, a distance of several miles, to
be baptized Himself . If Christ had to be baptized in order to rem a in
in favor with His F 'ather, think you we can remain in His favor and
refuse to obey His command to be baptized? Why follow the "thief''
instead of the Lord? Remember, once and forever, the "thief on the
cross" only "died" on the cross: he "lived his life on earth" and whife
on earth he could have very easily been baptized.
Jew or Gentile?

Another thing concerning this thief is this: Was he a Jew or was he
a Gentile? You ask, What does that have to do with your subject today·t
Just this: If he were a Gentile the command to be "baptized for the remission of sins" at that time was not to him, for the Lord said to His
disciples in Matthew 10: 5-7: "Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and
into any city of the Samaritans
enter ye not. But go ye rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The king dom of heaven is at hand." "Baptism for the remission of sins" under
John's leadership, the personal ministry of Christ and His disciples was
only to the Jews, for with them He was to establish His kingdom and
no man entered that kingdom without baptism . This was the special
manner in which the Lord had decreed that the Mosaic Dispensation
should close and in its ending a remnant of Jews should be selected out
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of which He would set up His kingdom and build His church. You will
remember John said in Matthew 3: 3 concerning his ministry, "For this
is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias (or Isaiah), saying, The
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight." This prophecy is found in Isaiah 40: 3. If now
you can prove this thief to be a Jew, then I can come more nearly proving to you he was baptized than you can proving he was not, for the
Lord sent John and he went himself and sent his disciples out preaching
the "kingdom is at hand" and they baptized multitudes of the Jews, not
Gentiles. In Luke 7: 27-30 we read, "This is he, of whom it is written,
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy
way before thee. (This messenger was John the Baptist, E;.R.H.) For I
say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist. But he that is least in the kingdom
of God is greater than he. And all the people that heard him, and the
publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John . But
the Pharisees
and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him." Now here is a positive condemnation of all who would not be baptized and a positive justification in God's
sight of all who were baptized. There is no answer to this! Now it is
impossible to prove the thief on the cross was not among those baptized.
Hence, if a Jew and he was to enter into the kingdom of heaven when
it was established on Pentecost, he had to be baptized for the remission
of sins (Luke 3: 3). If a Gentile, baptism was not for him before the
this one fact:
death of Christ .. We have established beyond refutation
No man can prove that this thief was not baptized before he was nailed
to the cross. If no one can prove it then we have no right to declare to
the people "the thief on the cross was not baptized."
Brief Review
In our former lesson I discussed with you the "proper division of the
Bible" in which I pointed out the absolute necessity of understanding
its division if we are to be certain of the right plan by which we are
s~ved. I showed there is an "old testament,
covenant or will" and a
"new testament, covenant or will" as found in the Hebrew letter, chapters 4 through 10. I read from your Bible where the old or the first was
to be taken out of the way for the establishment
of the new (Heb. 10: 9,10
and Col. 2: 14). We also found there were two lawgivers, the one Moses;
the other Christ (John 1:17; Gal. 6:2). We further found that the thief
lived under the old, died under the old, and was · never under the new
testament
(Luke, chapter 22). We also found that we today are under
the second or the new testament
and must be governed by it and for
that reason we found man cannot be saved today as they claim the
"thief on the cross" was saved. We and the thief have two entirely
different testaments.
These testaments
are not contradictory.
The second is the fulfillment of all the dreams and promii;ies of the first .
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and of Christ

I promised to discuss with you today the blood of these two coven:i.nts. The first had only "animal blood." The second had the precious
"blood of Christ." Now churches of Christ believe and teach that all
men are saved by the "efficacy of the blood of Christ," both under the
"Old and New." We believe the death of Christ became effective for all
who under the Old met its requirements
just as it is the cleansing power for us today (Heb. 9: 15). Now to enjoy the "blood of Christ" today .
we must be under the covenant that is dedicated by His blood. That is
the New Testament, for the Old was dedicated by the blood of animals
(Heb. 9: 19-22). It was taken out of the way and nailed to the cross
(Col. 2:14; Heb. 10:9).
Heb. 10:3,4
In Hebrews, chapter 10: 1-4, Paul 1iays concerning this "Old Testament," "For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not
the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they
offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. For
then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worship·
per ·s once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in
those sacrifices there is a rememhrance
again made of sins every year.
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away
sins." Here in Paul's own words he points out clearly that the law of
Moses ceased. It ceased because the blood of this "old testament," which
was · "animal blood," could never take away sins. Now this is why the
"old law," that of Moses, had to give way. The blood of Christ with a
new covenant had to succeed it: that both those under . the Old and the
might be saved. From this there is no denying that
New 1'estaments
under this "old testament," that of Moses, they had only "animal blood"
that could never "take away sins." For this reason it was necessary
that a "new testament" be given. This "new testament"
given by Christ
h~s in it the "blood of Christ" by which our sins are washed away. In
Matthew 26: 28 Christ says, "this is my blood of the new testament,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins" a·nd in I John 1: 7
John says, "If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have felus from all
lowship one with another, and the blood of Christ deanseth
sins." From this it is evident that these two laws, these two testaments
had different blood. The first had only the blood of animals and salvation could not come by it. The other had the precious blood of Christ
and by it remission of ·sins was enjoyed. Now may I ask you, Un ,der
which are you today? Another thing, under which was the "thief"? If
we are saved by the blood of Christ today then those who lived and
died under the blood · of animals cannot be given as examples of salvation for us. Under which was our "thief' .' in our lesson for today? To
find the answer to this question is to forever settle our difficulty regarding our being "saved like the thief on the cross." No man is saved
now as was he . As I said before , The only reason this "thief on the
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cross" is the "world's most popular thief" is the very fact that when
iou take away from . a man :every argument that he can present to
show that tnan is saved without obeying the great commission of . Christ,
he almost invariably asks the question, "Yes, but what about the thief
on the cross-he
wasn't baptized and he was saved?" Millions are trying
to follow the thief instead of following Christ who went to Jordan and
was baptized Himself! What is wrong with baptism as given in the
great commission by our Lord? But remember , the point for our consideration is , Under which testament did the thief die? under the one given by Christ? or that .of Moses? We are under that of Christ. The "thief"
lived under the '.'old testament" given by Moses. He was never under the
blood of Christ. He lived and died under the law of the blood of animals .
He couldn't have been saved like us.
To Whom

Given?

Our next question for consideration
is, To whom were these two
laws given? In Deuteronomy
5: 2,3 Moses says this to the children of
Israel, "The . Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb (that is
Mt. Sinai). The Lord made not this covenant with our fathers, but with
us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day." That this is the
"Law of Moses" cannot be denied, for beginning with the very next verse
through verse 21 he gives the "ten commandments."
To whom was this
· law now given? Only to the Jews. It was never given to the Gentiles.
Had you been living then and a Gentile, you would not have been subject
to this first law. The "thief · on the cross" lived during the first law. He
died during the first law. This you must know.
Why

Was it Given?

Another interesting
question would be, Why was this law given?
Turn with me now to Galatians 3: 19. Paul in speaking of the "law"
in verse 19 says, "Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because
of transgressions."
Again in verse 24 Paul says of the law, "Wherefore
the law was our schoolmaster to .b.ring us unto Christ, that we might be
justified by faith." The law of Moses , including the Ten Commandments, became a "wall of partition" dividing the Jew from the Gentile,
that through Israel He might bring Christ to the world that He might
save both Jew and G€ntile, by faith in Christ and His blood, and not by
Moses and the blood of animals. Hence when Christ came and died that
His testament might become effective the "law of Moses" ended and we
came under a new law, that . of .Christ.

How Long : Was it to Last?
Paul in this same chapter· tells us how long the "law of Moses" was
till
to last. In verse 19 he says; "It was added because of transgressions,
the seed should come to whom the promise was made." In verse 16, he
says, "He saith not, And to seeds, as of many, but as of one, And to thy
seed, Which is Christ." You will remember in verse 24 the law was a
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schoolmaster
to bring us unto Christ and in the very next verse he
says ' "But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster." Hence the law-which
was the schoolmaster-was
only given, in
the first place, until Christ should come to whom the promise was made.
It wasn 't to last after Christ's will became effective. That is why Paul
said of this law in Col. 2: 14 it was "nailed to the cross" and "taken out
of the way."
Christ's

Law-to

Whom

Given?

Now we are ready to ask, To whom was this New Testament, the
teach all
law of Christ, given? In Matt. 28 : 18-20 Christ said, "Go ...
nations" and in Mark 16:15 He commanded His disciples to "go into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." In Acts 10: 34,35
Peter says, "Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons :
but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness,
is
accepted of him ." If the English language is capable of expressing clearly to the mind of man any truth , then certainly we are forced to conclude that this "new testament" given by Christ is to all the world and
to every creature in all this world. The Law of Moses was to the Jews
only.
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We must therefore conclude that we are not saved like the "thief on
the cross" and when he is used as an example of salvation today, men
are deceived and led to live and die having failed to surrender to the
will of Christ . Christ's will commands that you "b elieve and be bap tized" to be saved, Mark 16: 16. Will you not follow the Christ instead of
man? Do His will and trust Him for His precious promises ! Next time
I shall discuss with you, "Wrong Examples of Salvation." Be listening
for it as we conclude this discussion on "The Thief on the Cross." May
the good Lord be kind to you is our prayer in His holy nam e.

How Long Was It to Last?

You are ready to ask, How long was this law to last? I give you
the Lord's own st atement in Matt . 28:20: He said, "Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world"; and in Eph. 3: 21 Paul says,
"And to him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end." Christ's testament is to last until the end of the
world . There will be no more dispensations for man on eart .h. The next
is eternity and the judgment. The why it was given was that we might
be redeemed from our iniquity and freed from the "law of sin and
death" (Titus 2:13,14; Romans 8 :1-4).

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
SEPTEMBER,

Receipts

... ..........$19,330.21

Expenditures
Receipts

1957*

..$17,597.34

Exceed Expenditures

by

......$ l, 732.87

Conclu1ion

Now , as we close for today, it is up to us to decide under which of
these we are living and under which did the "thief on the cross" live and
die? We know we live this side of the cross 11nd are under the testament
of Christ and His blood. We know the "thief" lived and died under the
"old testament"
of the blood of animals. It is impossible therefore for
us to go back under the law in force at His death and be saved by it.
But it is just as impossible for him to come this side of the cross of
Christ and live under the testament now in force for he was dead when
the law of Christ became effective. I know this is true for Paul said in
Heb. 9:17, "For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it
is of no strength at all while the testator (who is Christ, ERH) liveth;''
Christ was still alive when He and the thief had their conversation,
hence His testament was not in force at that time. The thief was never
under the testament of Christ for he was dead when it became effective .

This abbreviated financial statement is being made in order to have
the report printed without delay. Any information other than these ftgures will be given gladly on request and up-to-date statemen t s will be
printed at regular intervals.
*September

was a five-Sunday

month .

THE JOY OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
First I wish to thank ou r many friends who write us and mak e
contributions
to our radio pro g ram. Were it not for your kindness and
for your interest
in the souls of men this pro g ram with its message s
of truth would not be heralded to some two million or more, pre cio u s
souls <every week, by radio and TV. In the day of judgment , as th ey
hear their n a mes called, welcom ing them in because they have ob eyed
the gospel of Christ, thousands sh ~ll be made to rejoice a nd thank God
that you and we have . lived and that we all loved them enough to brin g
them the message of a Saviour's love .
My

Visits

I have just finished quite an extended tour of churches in Michi gan ,
Ohio and California, speakin g to many audien ce s inter ested in r eac hing
"our g eneration"
with the truth. Never h a ve I seen the chur ch in su ch
a working frame of mind. They were most gr a cious to m e in every se ction, both in my personal talks concerning our radio program and in
my gospel meetings. It has been one of the great years of my life. In
Greater Detroit and the congregations
in that a rea , which means som e
65 or more, I found them almost
completely
free of all forces that
would hinder the beauty of Christian fellowship
in coop eratin g with
each other in carrying out the great work of th e Lord. In Sa cr a m ent o,
California, and the surrounding
area the chur ch is at pea ce , for most
part, and working together in a wonderful way. It was mine to speak to
several congregations
and two area-wide meetings , Modesto and Sacr amento, in which preachers,
elders and various
chu r ch lead@rs wer e
present. It was gratifying to see them of one a cc ord and inter est ed in
the evangelization
of the gospel. I would say 99 1h % of a ll congr ega tion s
and preachers and members in "these areas," th at it wa s mine to meet ,
and I met worlds of them , are elated over th e suc cess of this radio program and have promised their continued support of it and if not supporting it now, have promised to as quickly in th e future as it is pos sible for them to do so.
Work

Progressing

One marvelously
encouraging
sign of the growth of th e chur ch is
this: In every section chur ches are looking up; t a kin g care of th e growth
of their own congregations;
erecting new buildings;
better class rooms
for teaching;
and better equipped buildings, both for th e auditorium s
and for the teaching facilities .
This has, in some instances,
made it imperati v e, as they thought,
to cease, temporarily,
their contributions
to such work as our radio
program and orphans homes and homes for th e aged , but th ey have

a ssured us th a t as qu ic kly a s they ca n t he y intend to help us for they
say, "We do not wan t your pro gram to cease ." All of this we understand and thank God th a t th e chur ch is g rowing .
Conclusion

. As this report goes out I will be spe a king on the pro gram . Brother
W1~leford .has just co ncluded a series of fine gospel sermons. If you
beheve tlus work to be good and worthwhile,
worthy of your support,
then remember we sh a ll always be grateful to you for any contribution
large or small, that you feel you are able to make to this work. Withou{
your help it has to cease. With your Christian fellowship , millions may
hear the gospel and of them thousands will be saved . W e need your
help now, and remember us in the planning of vour budg et s for 1958
.
'
PLEASE!
Thankfull y yours ,
E . R. H a rp er

SPECIAL REQUEST TO CHURCHES
Please notify u s in writing just a s so on as you possibl y can as
~o the a~ount of finan cia l support we can expect for the year 1958. This
1s most important as we order time on th e network and other stations on
~he bas~s of commitments
m a de by churches throughout
the nation . It
1s certamly under stood by the elders of the church at Fifth and Highland
in Abilene that this is t o be onl y a statement of purpose and not a legal
binding obligation . Addr ess all corresponden ce to:
Highland Chur ch of Christ
P. 0. Box 1858
Abilene, Texas
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